Permanent Painting

very little rubbing to remove the one one-thousandth
of an inch of madder lake which has been applied for
a given effect, and which when removed leaves a
ghastly result.
Paintings that have turned yellow with age are best
treated by first placing them in the bright sunlight for
two or three days before the application or washing
with turpentine. In many instances where a brilliant
sky blue has turned to a dirty olive color, the sun
will bring back much of the pristine brilliancy, and
the rubbing with turpentine and a small percentage
of wood alcohol will bring out the colors sometimes
more brilliantly than they were on the day that they
were applied.
Where sulphur fumes have decomposed the lead
color and formed a brownish result, chemists have
recommended the use of peroxide of hydrogen, and
while this may be theoretically the proper method to
pursue, it is not necessary, and sometimes dangerous,
for the reason that even though peroxide of hydrogen
will bring back flake white and chrome yellow to
their original color, it may bleach an adjacent lake
beyond redemption, and as these sulphur de-composi-
tions of color are usually on the surface, the wood
alcohol and turpentine treatment with very slight abra-                          . ,
sion,   will   produce all the   results   necessary.    The                         | '
cleaning and renovation of pictures in the hands of
an intelligent person is not a very difficult problem,
but it is very easy to spoil any good painting by the
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